The future will come faster than we think.

by Prof. Dr. Peter Zec

More than 2,000 years ago, the Greek philosopher Aristotle thought about how the world
could develop. Even then, in antiquity, he dreamt that there would one day be human-
constructed aids to carry out any task either on request or based on intuition. We would
thus be free of any unworthy and ordinary tasks and duties that bundle our energies, and
could instead dedicate ourselves completely to striving for knowledge and wisdom.

Roughly two and a half millennia later, Aristotle’s dream has come true with regard to
the technical side. Thanks to creative people and continual research and development, we
now have ultrasound cleaning devices and robots, electric tooth brushes and MP3 players,
computers and aircraft, all of which relieve us from a lot of work.

Time and again through history, there are people who have a curiously exact notion of
what our future will look like, how we will travel with warp speed through space at some
stage in the future, what we will wear, how we will procreate, lead wars, and communicate.
Some draw a very gloomy picture of society. Aldous Huxley, for example, described a world
in which humans are cloned and conditioned in Brave New World; and George Orwell
presented us with a totalitarian surveillance and preventive state in his nightmarish novel
1984.
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interaction €t New school goes old school with Classic Usages, which

communicatian focuses on what people want to do, rather than what time

design: technology can do.

BenQ Corporation,

Lifestyle Design When ever more functions must be put into a single device, and when a mobile

Center phone tries to do everything, the solutions often become too complex. Functionality
becomes blurred when familiar forms of communicating with users are lost, resulting

country: in difficulty and a compromised experience. The Classic Usages concept recalls and

taiwan respects classic, long-standing conventions and considers real-world experiences

of using various common tools and devices. It uses only meaningful and minimal
interface elements to fulfill maximal user desires. With the familiarity of interface,
users don't need to think before using the device. It appears as what it used to be,
and nothing more. Back to classics. Back to basics.

The colour black serves as a dynamic and inclusive platform for all possibilities. A
cabinet-metaphor menu provides straightforward functional access, storage and
preferred arrangement. Each function is presented in an "original” form. Information,
and classic operating approaches integrate with a touch-screen, sensor, and
multimedia technologies. And it's still your mobile phone.

Classic Usages was given a special mention by the jury for its outstanding design.
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